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issue. These questions of mine with the answers are given
fully in the Appendix, but it may be well here to present the
gist thereof, even at the risk of some repetition of facts
already stated.1

The four Patriarchates of Constantinople, Antioch, Jeru-
salem, and Alexandria are equal and independent in ad-
ministration one of the other, although they share one
doctrine, that of orthodoxy, and are governed by the same
rules, those of the Ecumenical Councils. Whenever it is
evident that, in any one of the sister churches, the orthodox
doctrine or the rules of the whole church are imperilled,
every other church has, of itself, the right to interfere. Each
patriarchate has the right to communicate with the govern-
ment at Constantinople, either by direct correspondence
or, mediately, through such representatives as it may have
at Constantinople. The Patriarch of Constantinople may
act as intermediary between the other patriarchs and the
government, but never without their direct request. In the
same way the Ecumenical patriarch may intervene in the
internal affairs of the other patriarchates, but only at their
especial invitation. Should such intervention appear to prej-
udice their recognized privileges it would be refused. The
title of Ecumenical, bestowed on the Patriarch of Constanti-
nople, for local reasons, in the year 588 A. I).,2 and enjoyed
by all his successors, carries with It no especial privileges;
this patriarch being, relative to the other patriarchs, as
well as to all bishops not immediately subject to the throne
of Constantinople, merely Primus inter fares. The title
" Millet-Bassi," or Chief of the (Greek) Nation/attributed
to him since the Turkish conquest of Constantinople, gives
him no spiritual domination over the members of the com-
munity in the other patriarchates, which are in every way
independent of the See of Constantinople. The Ecumenical
patriarch distributes the holy chrism to the other patriarchs
for two reasons, both purely practical, and in no way involv-

1 See Appendix, where questions and answers are given in French.

2 The title was assumed by John IV in summoning a synod to settle
the affairs of the Church of Antioch.   Adeney, op. dt.} p. 140.

3 See page 44.